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Howard at Long Melford Hall
I wanted to thank you,
my readers, for your
concern after I mentioned
to you that I had been in
hospital. So many of you
have been in touch. I am
pleased to say that I am
now feeling very much
better and I am glad to
put my time in hospital
behind me. It was with
such great sadness that I
received the news of the
death of Rodney Burtt.
Rodney died on 4 August
quite suddenly and what
a shock it was for his wife
Anne.
Rodney was a great
character in Hadleigh
and used to live opposite
my office; he was an
expert in wine and even invented a board game on the subject
which was a best seller. Rodney was known to very many of you
and I am sure that you will wish to join with me in sending
heartfelt thoughts to Anne. There will be a Memorial Service at St
Mary’s in Hadleigh on 5 September at 12 noon.
I was pleased to see a number of you at the Classic Car Festival at
Helmingham Hall. There was a splendid gathering of classic cars
from across the spectrum. The picture shows me at Long Melford
Hall after a classic car mystery tour. The weather was lovely and
I enjoyed a picnic on the lawns and a tour of the house which was
a favourite of Beatrix Potter who used to visit her relations there.
The house was requisitioned by the army during the Second
World War and sadly part of it was destroyed by fire in 1942 but
was subsequently rebuilt. The house is run by the National Trust.
One so often finds that parcels of land (such as a part of a garden)
are sold off with a view to erecting a house. Many issues arise.
One needs to consider rights that may be needed and as to how
future contribution towards the cost of jointly used services and
roads is to be structured. Obligations for the payment of money do
not automatically run from one owner to the next. Planning
Consents and planning conditions need to be reviewed. The sale
plan has to be properly drawn and comply with Land Registry
requirements. You should consider whether the house to be built
is going to have the benefit of an NHBC policy. There are many
issues that can trap the unwary. Do get in touch if you have
something of this nature in prospect.
One is always reluctant to get a Will drawn up. Somehow one
feels one is confronting one’s destiny. I hope that we can make
the process relatively painless. So again do ask us to prepare your
Will.
As you read my Column we will have started to tread the road to
Christmas!

Howard Gibbons

Parking Disputes Between Neighbours
Many conflicts between neighbours arise as the result of disputes over parked
cars. Of course, if you have a separate driveway then there isn’t a problem, but
issues do arise when people park their cars on the road upon which they live.
The Highway Code tells you all the rules and regulations surrounding what
you can and cannot do when it comes to parking. Drivers should all be aware
that you cannot park on double yellow lines but there are other rules you might
not be aware of so you should familiarise yourself with what is and isn’t
permissible by law, before taking any further action.
However, many parking disputes arise over the failure to observe parking
‘etiquette’ on the street where you live. But etiquette and the law are two totally
different issues, so let’s take a look at both.
What The Law Says
As long as your vehicle is taxed and you are not contravening laws laid down
within the Highway Code, you are allowed to park anywhere on a public
highway (but not on footpaths/pavements) where it is legal to do so.
Parking Outside Your Own House
Etiquette, good manners and common sense are the main ingredients in
avoiding parking disputes with your neighbours. Most people would choose to
park outside their own home anyway because of the convenience, but what if
you have more than one vehicle belonging to a single property and there are
no driveways or you have a driveway but there is only enough room for one
car? Basically, it’s an unwritten ‘rule’ that people will generally tend to park
outside their own home but it’s important to note that no one has an automatic
right to do so. It’s not always possible and, in addition to residents, other road
users also have the right to park outside your home providing they are not
contravening the Highway Code. To resolve this issue, the only thing you can
do is to try to have a friendly word with your neighbour and explain to them why
you’d prefer to park in front of your own house. You may find that they didn’t
realise it bothered you and often simple courtesy and communicating your
issue with your neighbour will resolve the problem.
Shared Driveways
If you share a driveway with your next door neighbour and a parking dispute
occurs because of lack of space or one person’s vehicle is taking up more
space, you can resolve this by checking your house deeds to find out where
the boundaries lie. It’s also courteous to share responsibilities for the
accessibility and tidiness of a shared driveway. If you have children, make sure
you keep any toys off the other person's part of the shared driveway. If your
next door neighbour simply decides they’ve had enough and drives straight in
and ‘accidentally’ runs over a children’s toy, you’ve no legal redress – it’s your
neighbour’s part of the driveway and your responsibility to keep things that
belong to you, on your side.
The Big Issue – Parking Directly In Front Of A Person’s Driveway
This is, by far, the single most frequent cause of annoyance and arguments
between neighbours and, unfortunately, the law does not help in this regard.
It's common courtesy not to park directly in front of the driveway of another
person’s property. After all, they may need to get in or out of the driveway with
their vehicle. If you’ve blocked the access by parking directly in front of it, this
will cause the vast majority, if not everybody, to become annoyed and to try to
locate the owner of the vehicle to get them to move it. Therefore, most
neighbourly people will never park directly in front of someone’s driveway.
However, it's not illegal to do so! But the law does state you cannot prevent
someone from entering the highway which would be an obstruction.
The Highway Code, paragraph 207, asks that people DO NOT park their
vehicle where it might cause an obstruction to other pedestrians or road users,
and cites the example of not parking in front of another person’s driveway.
However, this is where the law gets ‘cloudy’. It does not legally state that a
person MUST NOT park in front of another driveway.
Therefore, while mutual respect between road users tends to dictate a policy
of not doing this so as to avoid unnecessary conflict, it’s not backed up by law,
so if you experience problems with this and your neighbour digs their heels in
and refuses to co-operate, all you can do, if you need guaranteed access and
exit, is to park your car elsewhere and not on your driveway.
In essence, while there are certain rules and regulations under the Highway
Code relating to parking on public highways, mostly it’s a matter of common
decency and courtesy. Speaking calmly to neighbours and explaining reasons
why you might need to park here or there, if practical, will usually result in you
getting what you want. Just remember, however, that unless they are breaking
the law, people are entitled to park anywhere they want to on a public highway
providing they aren’t in breach of the Highway Code. If things get really bad,
you could try and get a third party involved to mediate.
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